Action needed ASAP – Comments on proposed US federal funding rules
Context:
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is proposing new federal rules governing how federal awards are issued, approved, managed, monitored, and canceled. If finalized, these rules are expected to affect the oat community and federal funding through USDA, NSF, NIFA, and pass-through awards. For full details please see: (Federal Register :: Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance).
Key potential impacts:
· Policy alignment required: Awards would need to advance the President’s policy priorities, which could shift by administration.
· New award restrictions: Awards could include prohibitions on DEI-related activities, “gender ideology,” disparate-impact theories, and certain foreign collaborations.
· Broader termination authority: Agencies could suspend or cancel active discretionary awards if they no longer align with agency, program, or national interests—without a misconduct finding.
· Reduced role for peer review: Peer review recommendations would be advisory, allowing senior appointees to make final award decisions.
· Political review before awards: Senior political appointees would review and approve discretionary grants before award.
Actions: 
1) As an oat community, please submit your comments (Oat Community Comments) before July 11th, 2026
2) Or as a citizen (not on behalf of an employer, or organization) 
· Submit comments to OMB before July 13 (Docket OMB-2026-0034)
Highlight specific examples of how research impacts you and the economy. Submit it directly to Regulations.gov (Comments).
· Engage your Congressional leader
Share how federally funded agricultural research supports your state and the risks of these proposed changes.
