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2019 Oat Tour at the Ottawa Research and Development Centre (ORDC),
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Ottawa.

The 2019 ORDC oat tour, hosted by oat breeder Weikai Yan and his team, was held on July 18th.
The attendees included people from various branches of AAFC, as well as representatives from
CFIA, Grain Millers, Grain Farmers of Ontario, SeCan, the University of Guelph, the University
of Ottawa, and Ackermann Saatzucht GmbH & Co. KG.

Weikai, Brad De Haan, and Matt Hayes showed everyone around the field plots, which included
the following trials:

Breeder Seed plots of new cultivars/lines

Quebec Oat Registration and Recommendation Test

Ontario Oat Performance Test

Western Cooperative Oat Registration Test

USDA Midseason Uniform Oat Nursery

ORDC Oat Registration Trial

ENCORE (Joint Test of four North American Spring Oat Breeding programs)
ORDC Home Test (with genomic selection)

Quaker Oat Area Test
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For lunch, rND Bakery supplied ciabatta buns made with oat and sorghum flours, Oat & Mill
supplied oat “ice cream”, oat “milk” from Earth's Own was purchased (plain and chocolate!),
and the main course was “Easy Vegetarian Oat Chili”, the recipe for which is here.

The rest of the afternoon featured talks and discussions about various aspects of oat research:

Michele Marcotte, Dir. RDT, ORDC: Welcome and announcements

Bruce Roskens, Grain Millers, Inc.: “Challenges of oat variety development in the
2020’s”

Susan Tosh, University of Ottawa: “The top ten reasons to eat oats”

Weikai Yan: “Overview of the CFCRA Oat project and update on new oat cultivars”
Nick Tinker and Wubishet Bekele: “Genomics-assisted breeding of oat at Ottawa RDC”
Charlene Wight: “Oat data management: Back in the POOL and mapping the way
forward”

Bao-Luo Ma: “Economic optimum rates of N: Site-specific responses of oat cultivars and
crop lodging”

Allen Xue: “Prevalence and severity of oat diseases in Ontario, 2009-2018”
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Please write to the speakers (email links are there) if you would like to know more about the
presentations.

The ORDC group wishes to thank everyone for joining us. If you would like to attend Oat Day
next year, please get in touch with Weikai Yan. Everyone is always welcome!

-Charlene Wight.



